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Just before the Civil War, Dr. Platt H. Skinner, a pioneer educator of the disabled, operated

three schools for African-American children who were blind, deaf, or both. An ardent

abolitionist, Dr. Skinner was forced to move his school twice. The second school, the subject of

this book, was located in Suspension Bridge, New York at a terminus of the Underground

Railroad, on which Dr. Skinner may have been a conductor. This small book is published in

association with the Museum of disABILITY History in the hopes that it will raise awareness of

the educational challenges that faced minority children with disabilities in the past.



“If you believe that people have no history worth mentioning, it’s easy to believe they have no

humanity worth defending.” – William Loren Katz Abandoned History Series This book is part

of the Abandoned History Series published by the Museum of disABILITY History, People Inc.,

and People Ink Press. Due to a general reluctance to discuss the way those in need were

treated in the past, records and memories of the institutions that served the poor, sick, and

disabled are fading – into a world of abandoned history. Dr. Skinner’s Remarkable Schoolfor

“Colored Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Children”1857-1860 James M. Boles, EdD and Michael

Boston, PhD Editor’s Note: The exact language of this time has been retained for historical

accuracy. No offense is intended toward any individual or group. Examples from this publication

are:Colored: a dated term for African-Americans, Black People, and People of Color.Dumb: a

term used historically to identify a person who is mute or does not speak.Deaf-Mute: an older

term for a person who is both deaf and does not speak. Copyright © 2011 Museum of

disABILITY History Design by Rachel Gottorff, People Inc. Cover Art by David J. LoTempio,

People Inc.Based on an illustration from The Mute and the Blind,Saturday, August 18, 1860:

#10, page 80 Publisher: James M. Boles, EdD # 978-0-9845983-1-1 People Ink PressIn

association with theMuseum of disABILITY History3826 Main StreetBuffalo, New York

14226 Acknowledgements Many dedicated historians, archivists, librarians, and historical

societies provided invaluable resources in putting together the story of Dr. Platt H. Skinner and

his remarkable school. The authors relied particularly on the people and resources of the

Niagara County Historical Society, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society, Gallaudet

University, Oberlin College, Niagara Falls Public Library, and Old Sturbridge Village. This

publication was created through the effort of many individuals including Melissa Royer,

Michelle Green, Reid Dunlavey, Brian Pietrus, David LoTempio, Sallie Randolph, Rachel

Gottorff, Sandra Cassidy, and Tracy Harrienger, along with the capable staff and interns of the

Museum of disABILITY History and People Inc. Thank you. Dedicated to a pioneer in the

helping services,Dr. William J. WoolbrightHuntington Beach, CaliforniaJames M. Boles, EdD To

the abolitionists who struggled to end slavery.Michael Boston, PhD A note on the Kindle edition
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societies provided invaluable resources in putting together the story of Dr. Platt H. Skinner and

his remarkable school. The authors relied particularly on the people and resources of the

Niagara County Historical Society, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society, Gallaudet

University, Oberlin College, Niagara Falls Public Library, and Old Sturbridge Village. This

publication was created through the effort of many individuals including Melissa Royer,

Michelle Green, Reid Dunlavey, Brian Pietrus, David LoTempio, Sallie Randolph, Rachel

Gottorff, Sandra Cassidy, and Tracy Harrienger, along with the capable staff and interns of the

Museum of disABILITY History and People Inc. Thank you. Dedicated to a pioneer in the

helping services,Dr. William J. WoolbrightHuntington Beach, CaliforniaJames M. Boles, EdD To

the abolitionists who struggled to end slavery.Michael Boston, PhD A note on the Kindle

editionThis book has been reformatted for digital distribution. Although we have tried to

recreate this publication in its entirety, some of the images can only be found in the print

version. The print version also contains a full reproduction of The First Semi-Annual Report of

the School for the Instruction of the Colored Deaf, Dumb, and Blind. This eBook contains an

excerpt from that report. Captions, text boxes and other ancillary material have been added to

the text so that Kindle readers will have all the information included in the original book. The

print version is available through any authorized bookseller or through the Museum of

disABILITY History. The Museum of disABILITY is dedicated to the collection, preservation and

display of artifacts pertaining to the history of people with disabilities. Located in Buffalo, New

York, and on the World Wide Web, the Museum offers educational exhibits and activities that

expand community awareness. For more information please call 716.629.3626 or visit A note

to the reader: In order to preserve historical accuracy and to capture a sense of the times, this

book quotes some of the exact language from the period when Dr. Skinner ran his school.

Please be assured that no offense is intended toward any individual or group. A controversial

pioneer of education, Dr. Platt H. Skinner ran a remarkable school for African-American

children who had multiple disabilities. The School for the Instruction of Colored Deaf, Dumb,

and Blind Children was located in the hamlet of Suspension Bridge, New York, now known as

Niagara Falls, New York.
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Anonymous, “Remarkable Truth Comes Out. I support the author’s research as I am a deaf

historian myself. The truth on the Skinners are told what happened in DC. It is a shame Amos

Kendall, the slave owner, made them look bad and called Skinner an abuser knowing he was

an outspoken person against the slaves. Skinners including his deaf wife deserve utmost

recognition for their efforts.”

David Player, “Black Deaf History is often being overlooked.. This is important piece in our

history as Black Deaf Americans where we are still grasp with an intersectionality of race and

disability especially deafness that often being overlooked.”

Deirdre NYC, “Short Unique Historical Sketch. This is a unique piece of both abolition and

Underground Railroad history and this education of special needs students. I look forward to a

more detailed account. This whet my appetite.”
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Paul, “Four Stars. Interesting if you come from the Niagara Frontier.”

Sarah Poole, “A fascinating, quick read!. This is a fascinating account of Dr. Skinner and his

work with Deaf students in Suspension Bridge, NY, now known as Niagara Falls. It is written

well and backed up with facts and pictures. I learned a lot from this quick, enjoyable read.

Worth every penny to buy it. Highly recommended!”

Turuqessa P. Francis, “Captures an important part of history while presenting the story of an

innovative man.. This book captured an integral part of America’s history while presenting a

man that worked to uplift marginalized individuals by providing them with an opportunity to

obtain an education. The larger story in this book is the story of Dr. Platt H. Skinner and his

wife Jerusha providing education and skills to African American children in the 1800s who had

hearing, visual, and intellectual impairments in the Niagara Falls, NY area. The underlying

story was the abolitionist movement that was occurring during this time within the same area.

The authors provided a strong presentation of both stories in a succinct but effective manner.

Also, the authors provided a great pictorial history of what was occurring during this time. This

includes pictures of the area at the time and an entire official report from Dr. Skinner on what

was occurring within the school. The report, written in whole by Dr. Skinner, included

summaries of what types of services that were being provided at the school and why he felt the

need to provide them. Dr. Skinner also provided delightful information such as donations, from

money, down to bushels of beets and potatoes! The editors note that the exact language of the

time was retained for historical accuracy. Looking at the services that Dr. Skinner provided it is

apparent that his focus was always on making a better life for the individuals that attended his

school. This is a very informative and delightful read of an important part of American history

and presents a man and his wife that were truly compassionate and ahead of their time.”

Thom, “A most remarkable book. 'Dr. Skinner's Remarkable School' was published in 2010 by

the Museum of disABILITY History, located in Buffalo, New York. The museum is a project of

People, Inc., Western New York's largest human services provider, and is "dedicated to the

collection, preservation, and display of artifacts pertaining to the history of people with

disabilities."The book explores the fascinating history surrounding Dr. Platt Henry Skinner, "a

controversial pioneer of education," who operated several schools for African-American

children who were blind, deaf, or both. Dr. Skinner's educational ventures, and outspoken

views on racial equality, earned him many enemies, but he and his wife, Jerusha Hills,

nevertheless remained dedicated to teaching a class of people who were among "the most

despised and unfortunate... in the world."This incredibly unique story is vividly brought to life by

Drs. James Boles and Michael Boston, along with the diligent research performed by many at

the Museum of disABILITY History. The intriguing narrative is accentuated with numerous

images, newspaper clippings, and detailed personal accounts from visitors at the time.

Especially interesting is the inclusion of a rare 1858 Semi-Annual Report of Dr. Skinner's

school for "Colored Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Children," which enables the reader to gaze into a

forgotten aspect of human history.A very enjoyable read that I strongly recommend.”

Tess, “Great Book!. This is a great book which highlights Dr. P H Skinner's journey to providing

services to African American children with various disabilities in the mid 1800's. The book

includes some very nice graphic elements and images and is an overall great read! I was

excited to see that this book is part of an "Abandoned History Series" and look forward to

reading more books related to the topic of disability history.”



The book by James M. Boles has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 16 people have provided feedback.
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